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Abstract 
This paper examines ecological imperialism and environmental histories in the Ibis Trilogy by 

Amitav Ghosh through a qualitative and thematic content analysis perspective. It explores the 

effects of colonial economic policies on the transformation of natural ecosystems and the 

disruptive nature of forced opium production and exploitative land-use systems. The results 

show that the interventions of this nature resulted in drastic changes in the environment, such 

as soil erosion, biodiversity destruction, exploitation of water resources, and marine 

disturbance. These processes of environmental change are strongly interconnected with the 

extreme socio-economic impacts like agrarian distress, forced migration, deterioration of 

customized livelihoods, and increased social inequalities. This paper will show that 

environmental degradation has a close relationship with colonial hegemonies using the 

ecocritical and postcolonial lenses. Moreover, it is revealed that the trilogy serves as an 

effective literary story that not only records the degradation of the environment, but also 

criticizes the subjugation of the marginalized groups in the long-term perspective of 

colonialism. The paper concludes by highlighting how literature is used to comprehend the 

pasts regarding the environment and how a more sustainable and fairer way is taken to discover 

the past and present ecological issues.   
Keywords: Ecological Imperialism, Environmental History, Ibis Trilogy, Colonialism, 

Ecocriticism, Socio-Environmental Impact. 

1. INTRODUCTION  

This theory of ecological imperialism is based on the reality that colonial countries did not only 

take over political and economic systems, but they also transformed the natural habitats to their 

benefit. The colonial interferences in the Indian situation changed the traditional agricultural 

methods, allocation of resources and the ecological equilibrium considerably with the focus on 

profit making monoculture and extractive economies, rather than sustainability. Literature is a 

strong tool to delve into these changes and environmental history is an eye through which the 

long-term effects of such interventions can be viewed. In the recent years the 

ecocriticism/postcolonial intersection has become more pronounced which allows scholars to 

explore the effects of colonialism on both nature and marginalized communities. This work 

places itself in this interdisciplinary framework to examine the environmental aspects of the 

colonial rule. 

The Ibis Trilogy by Amitav Ghosh, (in the form of Sea of Poppies, River of Smoke and Flood 

of Fire), is a dense story, which eloquently recounts the ecological and socio-economic 

upheaval that had been triggered by the colonial opium trade. Ghosh has managed to portray 

the multifaceted character of ecological imperialism and its vast impacts by vividly describing 

the forced opium planting, destruction of nature, and displacement of humans. The trilogy not 

only documents the changes in the landscape, but also emphasizes the interrelatedness of 

environmental exploitation and social injustice. It is these stories that the present research will 

delve into how ecological imperialism is played out and how environmental histories are 

constructed in the trilogy and therefore contribute to a better understanding of the interaction 

among colonial power, the environment and human livelihoods. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW  

Ameen (2018) discussed the Ibis Trilogy by Amitav Ghosh in the ecological context and 

highlighted how the novel portrayed the environmental decay as a form of environmental 

warfare by the colonialists. This paper was based on the contribution of the colonial 

exploitation of natural resources and how the devastation of the environment was so 
intertwined with human suffering and displacement. It had contended that Ghosh had 
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succeeded in portraying the nature of intertwining of ecological destruction and socio-

economic disparities of the colonial era. 

Bajaj (2024) examined the trilogy in the context of the historical novel and discussed the way 

in which Ghosh recreated the past by using a mixture of fact and fiction. The analysis was 

centered on the narrative’s methods applied to reveal concealed details of the colonial past, 

especially opium trade and its implications in the world. It disclosed that the trilogy was a 

criticism of the traditional accounts of history through its preemptation of voices to the 

periphery and their revelation of the ecological and economic effects of imperial expansion. 

Bawa and Arora (2022) examined the trilogy in its historical and ecological context, with a 

particular focus on the changes of the landscapes and ecosystems during the era of the colonial 

rule. Their work also emphasized the changes in the environment and society through forced 

cultivation, trade practices, and migration. It concluded that the work by Ghosh was a 

comprehensive description of ecological change in addition to the wider socio-cultural 

upheaval wrought by colonialism, thus confirming the importance of ecocritical methodologies 

in the study of literature. 

Bhatt (2023) examined the theme of Indian identity within the postcolonial practices of Amitav 

Ghosh, especially in the context of the ways culture functions outside of national and colonial 

strictures. The paper has examined the works by Ghosh as a dynamic location where history, 

migration and cultural hybridity collide and the mobility of identity in a globalized society. 

Bhatt posited that Ghosh was trying to critique colonial epistemologies in that his narratives 

anticipate marginalized voices and other histories. The study also showed that cultural memory 

and transnational experiences were the two factors that influenced the identity of characters 

and this showed the identity of Indians as pluralistic and continually reconstituted (not fixed or 

monolithic). 

Khabibullina (2023) explored the complex history/fiction connection in the Ibis Trilogy by 

Amitav Ghosh. This paper examined the interplay of historical events, especially those that 

surrounded the opium trade and colonial expansion with fictional accounts to develop a strong 

and captivating reading experience. Khabibullina discovered that Ghosh used careful historical 

research and an imaginative narration to confuse reality and fiction. The discussion has shown 

that this merger not only contributed to the greater realism of the narrative, but also provided 

an opportunity to better comprehend the histories of colonization and its human impact. The 

paper has come to the conclusion that the work of Ghosh was a potent vehicle of renegotiating 

history in a literary manner and was made more accessible and emotionally relevant to modern 

readers. 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This paper employs a qualitative, descriptive research design with the purposive method of 

sampling to examine specific texts of Amitav Ghosh Ibis Trilogy with the emphasis on 

ecological and socio-environmental issues. Thematic content analysis is used to analyze the 

data and presented in percentages to be interpreted easily. 

3.1 Research Approach and Design 

The current research design is a qualitative research approach and a descriptive and analytical 

research design to explore the ecological imperialism and environmental histories in Ibis 

Trilogy by Amitav Ghosh. The work aims at decoding literary works to understand how 

colonial activities, environmental changes, and socio-economic impacts are interrelated. 

3.2 Sources of Data 

The study is founded on the primary data gathered on the three Ibis Trilogy novels. Narratives, 

descriptions and experiences of characters about ecological and environmental themes are 

systematically chosen as textual evidence. Analysis is aided by conceptual ideas derived 

through ecocritical and postcolonial perspectives of the secondary insights. 

3.3 Sampling Technique 

The purposive sampling technique is used to determine the pertinent textual units like passages, 

events and dialogues representing ecological imperialism, environmental degradation and 
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socio-environmental effects. The analysis only includes sections that relate to the objectives of 

the research. 

3.4 Data Collection Procedure 

The data is gathered in the form of careful reading and deriving of meaningful textual 

information in the chosen novels. The recorded information is then grouped into thematic 

categories like the types of ecological imperialism, environmental changes, and socio-

environmental impacts. 

3.5 Data Analysis Technique 

The paper employs thematic content analysis to analyze the data obtained. The written material 

is coded into definite themes and sub-themes, which are again quantified in percentage 

distribution to bring more clarity and comparative meaning. The mix of qualitative 

interpretation and the lack of a complicated quantitative representation makes the framework 

of the analysis stronger.  

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

The findings reveal that the colonial practices caused a considerable environmental destruction 

and social disruption. Coerced farming and exploitation of resources resulted in the degradation 

of soil, loss of biodiversity, and agricultural distress. Overall, ecological imperialism was very 

influential on nature and lives. 

4.1 Representation of Ecological Imperialism 

Table 1 and Figure 1 show the distribution of various forms of ecological imperialism which 

were found in the Ibis Trilogy by Amitav Ghosh. The largest percentage (32) is forced opium 

cultivation which is followed by deforestation and land use change (21), maritime resource 

exploitation (18), and monoculture farming systems (17). Displacement of indigenous ecology 

(12%), is the least represented category. The dominance of extractive and exploitative 

agricultural practices in the colonial framework is visually indicated by the graphical 

representation. 

Table 1: Forms of Ecological Imperialism Identified 

Category Frequency (%) 

Forced Opium Cultivation 32% 

Deforestation and Land Use Change 21% 

Maritime Resource Exploitation 18% 

Monoculture Farming Systems 17% 

Displacement of Indigenous Ecology 12% 

 
Figure 1: Graphical Representation of Forms of Ecological Imperialism Identified 

The results reveal that the ecological imperialism in the trilogy is mainly motivated by the 

colonial economic interests, especially the enactment of opium growing, which dramatically 

replaced the existing agricultural system. This is further evidenced by the high level of 

deforestation and monoculture farming which are a result of the land use policies that are profit 

oriented. Their removal of indigenous ecology, though not as common, highlights the slow loss 

of local environmental knowledge and practices. In general, these data indicate that natural 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

Forced Opium

Cultivation

Deforestation

and Land Use

Change

Maritime

Resource

Exploitation

Monoculture

Farming

Systems

Displacement

of Indigenous

Ecology



 
 
 
 

343 

International Conference on Education, Humanities, and Digital Innovation: 
A Multidisciplinary Approach 

19-20 March, 2025 
Venue: Manohar Memorial College of Education, Fatehabad, Haryana 

 

International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM)  
Multidisciplinary, Multilingual, Indexed, Double-Blind, Open Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed-

International Journal, Impact factor (SJIF) = 8.152 

ecosystems, as well as native livelihoods, were systematically changed by colonial activities, 

which supports the exploitative aspect of imperial expansion. 

4.2 Environmental Transformations and Their Impact 

Table 2 and Figure 2 show the different kinds of environmental changes that have been 

described in The Ibis Trilogy by Amitav Ghosh. The most noticeable is soil degradation (26%), 

then there is the loss of biodiversity (24%), water resource exploitation (20%), and disruption 

of coastal and marine ecosystems (18%). The least proportion (12%) is due to climate and 

seasonal irregularities. The graphical illustration indicates clearly that the land-based 

environmental destruction prevails over the other types of environmental change in the story. 

Table 2: Types of Environmental Changes Depicted 

Environmental Change Percentage (%) 

Soil Degradation 26% 

Loss of Biodiversity 24% 

Water Resource Exploitation 20% 

Coastal and Marine Disruption 18% 

Climate and Seasonal Irregularities 12% 

 
Figure 2: Graphical Representation of Types of Environmental Changes Depicted 

The results indicate that the terrestrial ecosystems were seriously affected by the colonial 

interventions especially the intensive farming activities which resulted in soil depletion and 

infertility. The artificially high biodiversity loss percentage is also a sign of an ecological 

imbalance due to monoculture and destruction of habitats. Water overuse and seawater 

disturbance are also indicators of the global spread of environmental impact beyond land to 

water due to trading and resource extraction. Climate irregularities are not that frequent, yet, 

being a symbol, they signify the consequences of the ecological disturbance in the long run. 

All in all, the data demonstrates the role of colonial economic activities in causing extensive 

and intertwined environmental degradation. 

4.3 Socio-Environmental Consequences 

Table 3 and Figure 3 table show the distribution of socio-environmental effects as shown in 

Amitav Ghosh Ibis Trilogy. The most remarkable impact (30%), forced migration (25%), and 

loss of traditional livelihoods (22%). Health and nutrition problems have the highest weight 

(13%), with social inequality intensification being the lowest (10%). The analysis of the graph 

shows that the economic and livelihood-related shocks are the most dominant among other 

social impacts. 

Table 3: Socio-Environmental Impacts 

Impact Category Percentage (%) 

Agrarian Distress 30% 

Forced Migration 25% 

Loss of Traditional Livelihoods 22% 

Health and Nutritional Issues 13% 

Social Inequality Intensification 10% 
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Figure 3: Graphical Representation of Socio-Environmental Impacts 

The findings reveal that the ecological transformations during the colonial governance had a 

drastic consequence on the rural population, especially in terms of agrarian distress in the shape 

of exploitative production modes. The forced migration is very high indicating that 

environmental and economic pressures displaced people and, in most cases, forced them into 

indentured servitude. The destruction of traditional livelihoods is yet another highlight of the 

destruction of indigenous economic structures. Despite the seemingly lower health issues and 

social inequality, they are still crucial outcomes that increase vulnerability. In general, the 

results prove that ecological imperialism was not only reshaping ecology but also bending the 

social and economic systems. 

4.4 Discussion  

The discussion notes that colonial economic interests, particularly, forced opium production 

and exploitative patterns of land-use that significantly altered the natural ecological systems, 

predominantly drive ecological imperialism in Amitav Ghosh Ibis Trilogy. These processes 

resulted in the enormous environmental changes such as soil erosion, loss of biodiversity and 

resource exploitation, and it is impossible to imagine the ecological consequences of the 

colonial expansion.  

Furthermore, it can also be seen that the correlation between the environmental degradation 

and the socio-economic impacts of such degradation which involve agrarian distress, forced 

migration and loss of traditional livelihoods is high. This demonstrates that not only did the 

ecological imperialism aim to destroy the natural ecosystems, but also led to the destabilization 

of the rural societies and the further acceleration of the social inequalities; the interdependent 

impact of colonial policies to the environment and society. 

5. CONCLUSION  

The paper demonstrates the fact that Amitav Ghosh Ibis Trilogy offers to provide an intriguing 

description of ecological imperialism as one of the key factors of environmental devastation 

and socio-economic turmoil during the colonial era. The discussion reveals that the colonial 

practices that featured the application of force to plant opium, deforestation, monoculture 

cultivation and exploitation of resources had far-reaching consequences on the natural 

ecosystems that resulted in soil erosion, biodiversity and ecological imbalance. These eco-

cultural changes were not singular but were strongly interrelated with severe social influences, 

including agrarian crisis, displacement, destruction of traditional livelihood and increasing 

social inequalities of marginalized populations. The results also demonstrate the systematic 

nature of the restructuring of the environment and human existence through colonial economic 

interests, and their post-history effects on human existence. On the whole, the analysis 

highlights the interdependence of the colonial authority, environmental exploitation, and social 

injustice, as well as the significance of the literary works in unlocking environmental histories 

and developing a better comprehension of the environmental sustainability and justice. 
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