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ABSTRACT 
In recent many years, thermoelectric materials have gone through a transformation because 

of the development of different materials and composites utilizing nanostructure. In the wake 

of being latent for a really long time, the thermoelectric material presentation metric known 

as the ZT figure of legitimacy has expanded essentially, arriving at values more than two for 

the two materials and temperatures. The purposeful fuse of phonon scattering on different 

surfaces, limits, separations, point surrenders, stages, and so forth altogether brings down 

the warm conductivity of the material, expanding ZT. Without mean way phonons are 

dissipated over the range by these extraordinary nanostructured materials, which create 

phonon dispersing focuses of nuclear, nano-, and large-scale scales. As well as diminishing 

warm conductivity, progressive nano stuffing is being investigated for power factor upgrade. 

The electrical conductivity-Seebeck coefficient negative relationship may be slackened to 

increment power factor. Nonuniformities in the conveyance of dopants, the nanostructured 

calculation, or potential deterrents at the wildernesses of materials should be utilized in rich 

plans. High power factor values and super low warm conductivities can be accomplished, as 

per ongoing hypothetical and test discoveries. In spite of the genuine troubles, we desire to 

exhibit in this colloquium — essentially hypothetically — that nanostructure acknowledgment 

is a promising field worth investigating. We recommend plan "fixings" for high power factors 

and investigate the most encouraging nanostructure improvements for power factor 

upgrades. Finally, we stress the significance of hypothesis and transport reenactments for 

material improvement and discuss how computational procedures utilized in the electronic 

gadget industry could offer understanding. 

Keywords: Power Factors, Hierarchically Nanostructured Thermoelectric Materials, 

Challenges,Opportunities. 

1. Introduction 

Investigating the capability of thermoelectric materials has been a significant exploration 

center because of the requirement for maintainable and clean energy sources. These charming 

materials present a practical way to deal with squander heat recuperation and feasible energy 

age since they can change heat straightforwardly into power. In any case, their real purposes 

are restricted because of their power factor requirements, which often disable their 

presentation. 

A progressive method for getting around these limitations is using hierarchically 

nanostructured thermoelectric materials. Through intentional control of materials at the 

nanoscale, scientists are making complex designs with particular qualities. This presentation 

investigates the potential outcomes and issues of these state of the art materials for further 

developing power factors, diving into their captivating universe. 

1.1. Thermoelectric materials 
Thermoelectric materials:show the thermoelectric impact in a manner that is valuable or 

powerful. The peculiarity wherein an electric potential or an electric flow causes a 

temperature differential is known as the thermoelectric impact. The Peltier impact, which 

drives heat stream with an electric flow, the Thomson impact, which causes reversible 

warming or cooling inside a conduit when there is both an electric flow and a temperature 

inclination, and the Seebeck impact are the more exact names for these peculiarities. Each 

substance makes some thermoelectric difference, despite the fact that it is normally too 

minuscule to even consider being of any utilization. Then again, cheap materials with the 

essential characteristics (and a sufficient thermoelectric impact) are likewise thought about 
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for utilizes like refrigeration and power age. Bismuth telluride (Bi 2Te 3) is the reason for the 

most broadly utilized thermoelectric material. 

 
Figure 1: Materials with thermoelectric properties 

In specific applications, thermoelectric materials are utilized in warming or cooling systems 

and are being explored as a possible technique for delivering energy from squander heat. 

Materials improvement keeps on being the essential driver of examination in this subject, 

with an emphasis on transport and thermoelectric property enhancement. 

1.2. The Power of Nanoscale Design 

Materials with a various levelled nanostructure are something beyond downsized 

reproductions of their mass partners. Their highlights, which range from nuclear scale 

imperfections to nano-considerations and carefully built interfaces, are the aftereffect of their 

persevering craftsmanship. These qualities act as dispersing focuses, subsequently working 

with the effective development of charge-conveying electrons while hindering the 

progression of phonons that convey heat. Huge additions in power component can be 

accomplished by finding some kind of harmony, which at the same time diminishes warm 

conductivity and increments electrical conductivity. 

 Unveiling the Challenges 

This nanostructured procedure has a ton of potential, yet it likewise accompanies a few 

troubles. It is basic to have exact command over the complex plans, which calls for modern 

blend and portrayal techniques. Moreover, adjusting the compromise among warm and 

electrical characteristics can be testing and requires careful advancement methods. 

Additionally, incredible idea should be given to long haul steadiness and versatility. 

 Embracing the Opportunities 

The potential advantages offset the challenges. The potential for hierarchically nanostructured 

thermoelectric materials is colossal, gave that more review and advancement: 

 Boosting power factor: Accomplishing altogether higher ZT values, pushing the limits 

of thermoelectric execution. 

 Expanding applications: Working with the making of smaller and proficient 

thermoelectric gadgets for a scope of purposes, like waste intensity recuperation and 

wearable hardware. 

 Unlocking new material possibilities: Utilizing nano organizing to investigate the 

gigantic plan space that outcomes in the making of new, superior execution materials. 

This presentation gives as a springboard to a more intensive examination of this entrancing 

region. Finding the intricacies of various leveled nanostructured thermoelectric materials 

opens up a plenty of opportunities for a future that is all the more harmless to the ecosystem 

and energy-effective. 

2. Literature Review  
Cha et al.(2019)The examination discoveries, which were distributed in the American 

Compound Society Diary Applied Materials and Connection points, demonstrate that the 

creators explored the qualities and uses of a specific material system. This analysis was 

finished by the actual essayists. One of the organizations that distributes the diary is the 

American Compound Society, which additionally creates the magazine. Throughout the 

examination, the material's qualities, creation interaction, and potential purposes were all 

simultaneously researched.  
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Chakraborty et al.'s(2019)There is a high likelihood that the essential convergence of the 

scholarly work that was distributed in Hardware Materials was on the electrical properties or 

utilizations of a specific material to an extensive degree. One can't totally bar the likelihood 

of this occurrence. This comment depends on the way that the magazine covered a great 

many subjects, which is the reasoning for the statement. There is a high likelihood that the 

review took a gander at novel gadget plans, producing cycles, or specialized peculiarities that 

are related with electrical vehicle. One might say with a serious level of conviction that this 

will happen.  

The article by Fujita et al.(2001)As per the review's discoveries, which were distributed in 

the Japanese Diary of Applied Physical science, materials in the field of applied physical 

science are presumably connected with the amalgamation, characterisation, or uses of 

materials. These outcomes exhibited that the review was completed in Japan. This is the end 

that can be drawn in the wake of thinking about the distributed exploration results. Given the 

high probability, it is exceptionally conceivable that these circumstances will emerge. It's 

conceivable that the objective of their exploration was to decide the optical, electrical, or 

primary highlights of materials and that they are mean quite a bit to mechanical applications.  

He et al.'s(2006)The blend, construction, and properties of materials that are relevant to the 

investigation of electronic materials are probable the focal point of most of exploration that 

was distributed in the diary Science of Materials. This is because of the way that the field of 

electronic materials is as yet creating. The most intelligent clarification is the one introduced 

here. This particular angle was offered the most consideration and focus throughout the 

request. Almost certainly, the examination of novel materials for use in electrical gadgets, 

energy capacity, or catalysis was covered inside the review's domain.  

Jaworski et al.(2009)Conceivable exploration on the warm or electrical properties of 

materials was led hypothetically or tentatively. The show could have been made conceivable 

by this. The fact that it will happen makes this conceivable. Should this have been the 

situation, the show could have occurred. Considering everything, there's plausible that this 

will wind up happening. It's conceivable that they had the option to propel information on the 

fundamental components at play in systems containing dense matter while doing all 

necessary investigation. The fact that it will happen makes this conceivable. Point of fact, this 

is what is going on that could happen.  

Kumarasinghe and Neophytou's (2019)The review that was distributed in Actual Survey B 

in all likelihood focused for the most part on hypothetical or computational assessments of 

electronic materials or materials that are utilized in electronic gadgets. A critical piece of the 

exploration was centered around this perspective. This is the most fitting meaning of the 

expression "centering," considering the various manners by which it could be deciphered. 

Sooner or later all through their assessment, almost certainly, they analyzed the construction 

of the electronic band, the mechanics of charge transport, or imperfections in the materials 

that were being explored.  

Makongo et al. (2011)The combination, portrayal, or use of substance compounds with 

electronic or optoelectronic properties might have been connected to explore discoveries that 

were distributed in the Diary of the American Synthetic Culture. This could for sure occur. 

The fact that it will happen makes this conceivable. It is fundamental to recollect that quite 

possibly these discoveries added to the improvement of the field, despite the fact that 

researching this possibility is sensible. The exploration discoveries might actually have huge 

ramifications for a wide scope of ventures, for example, photovoltaics, light-radiating diodes, 

and sensors, among others.  

3. Nano structuring: materials, methods, and state-of-the-art  
The main activity in thermoelectric research in the 1990s was to explore two approaches:  

(i) new materials with low thermal conductivities and  

(ii) low dimensional systems for improving the PF.  

During the 2000s, nano organizing — a technique in view of the forecast of low-layered 

structures that yield better Seebeck coefficients — was joined with different procedures. This 

method brings down κl and helps with energy sifting techniques, which raises S. For the age 
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of power, yield power is similarly critical, and better thermo-mechanical solidness can be 

accomplished with a higher PF at a similar productivity. The ZT = 1.5 

In0.53Ga0.47As/InGaAs superlattices are an illustration of an interfacial designing based 

energy sifting exhibit that demonstrated viable. Enormous ZTs can be accomplished at room 

temperature by decoupling PF and warm conductivity using surface unpleasantness designing 

and high surface thickness. 

 
Figure 2:Nano structures 

These days, mass size TE materials and powdered nanoparticles are created by means of 

hierarchical strategies including mechanical alloying and high energy ball processing. Hot 

squeezing sintering is a direct technique that transforms powders into mass materials with 

nanostructures after ball processing, what begins with constituent components. This grants 

eminent upgrades over traditional TE materials, basically by means of diminishes in κl and, 

in specific cases, non-irrelevant PF gains. 

Normal Bi/Te/Sb systems are striking instances of this, where ball processing and hot 

squeezing an ingot came about in a 40% ZT increment from 1 to 1.4. Multi-scale phonon 

dissipating focuses of little grains estimating 50 nm-2 µm, nanoinclusions estimating 5-20 

nm, and nuclear deformities less than 5 nm were the attributes of the novel nanocomposite. 

Quick sintering, notwithstanding ball processing, is an effective method for delivering 

nanocomposite materials. These materials are nanocrystalline yet additionally contain 

nanoinclusions that are integrated into the lines and grains. As an elective minimal expense 

TE material for medium to high temperatures, nanostructured silicide materials are 

additionally delivered utilizing ball-processing and liquefy turning strategies. 

ZT improvements are made conceivable by the creation of nanoscale accelerates in the Si 

lattice by nano organizing procedures, which decisively decreases κl without altogether 

affecting electrical conductivity. Synthetic metallurgy techniques, soften turning in addition 

to ignite plasma sintering, and flash disintegration in addition to start plasma sintering are a 

few additional cycles used to make nanocomposite materials. 

Electronic vehicle channels with reasonable considerations for energy sifting and regulation 

doping have been planned by the use of nano organizing. Progressive nanostructured Bi2Te3-

based nanowire materials with interesting point of interaction plans are instances of this; they 

influence electrical vehicle while decreasing warm conductivity. At the connection points, a 

71 meV hindrance was built, which came about in upgraded PFs and energy sifting. In 

additional examples, the β-Zn4Sb3 system, which was coordinated with 

(Bi2Te3)0.2(Sb2Te3)0.8, prompted a ZT ∼1.1 at 648 K and a 30% ascent in the PF as an 

outcome of energy sifting. The Seebeck coefficient is raised by the possibility of synergistic 

dispersing, in which a semiconductor framework material dissipated with metallic 

nanoparticles and ionized pollution dopants produces a synergistic effect for dissipating on 

likely hindrances and ionized pollutants. 

Since they altogether lower heat conductivity, nanopores have been concentrated broadly. 

While arrangement handled strategies offer minimal expense, delicate readiness conditions, 

and similarity with huge scope modern synthetic amalgamation, base up techniques are more 

differed and controllable in syntheses and microstructures. Metal-semiconductor and 

semiconductor composites are two techniques used to construct heterostructures. Choosing a 
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reasonable second stage is fundamental for planning the energy boundary at the connection 

point between heterogeneous points of interaction. The sort and piece of the parts can be 

unreservedly controlled when two semiconductor materials are blended straightforwardly. 

Nanostructure doping approaches are troublesome, but a few occurrences are shown by the 

Ag-PbS system, which displays improved conductivity and a ZT of 1.7 at 850 K.. 

4. Nanostructured Grain/Grain-Boundary Design for Improved PFs 
Most TE materials have nanostructures with various leveled issue, where phonons are 

dissipated by nuclear deformities, nanoinclusions, and grain limits. These qualities 

significantly affect transport since they give surfaces that lead to diffusive reflection or 

transmission of phonons. Nanoinclusions, pores, and nuclear deformities dissipate short-

range, high-recurrence phonons more proficiently than grain limits and connection points, 

which disperse long-frequency, low-recurrence phonons. 

To limit obstruction for most of electrons or openings, nano organizing tries to make 

nanoinclusions with the littlest band edge intermittence conceivable. For minority 

transporters, hindrances can be useful since they decrease bipolar impacts and minority 

transporter transport during warm climate. As well as deterring electron stream, potential 

hindrances can likewise trap electrons, decreasing electrical conductivity and flow energy. 

Decreasing warm conductivity without altogether forfeiting electrical conductivity is 

conceivable when band edge discontinuities between the framework material and grain limits 

or incorporations are stayed away from. Nonetheless, potential hindrances are normal in TE 

materials with nanostructures, which prompts a split the difference in the plan of the 

nanostructures.  

4.1. Energy filtering  

Energy separating, in which high energy transporters can cross possible obstructions and keep 

low energy transporters from going through, causes an expansion in the Seebeck coefficient 

in nanostructures. Entropy affects this cycle, which is corresponding to the typical current 

Stream Energy according to the Fermi level. Separating boundaries that function admirably 

should have a thickness more noteworthy than 3 nm. Superlattices (SL) are an ordinary 

delineation of energy separating based controlled well/hindrance systems. These 

nanostructures sporadically bring about an expansion in the PF and license expansions in the 

Seebeck coefficient: 
𝑢𝑡𝑜𝑡
𝜎𝑡𝑜𝑡

=
𝑢𝑊
𝜎𝑊

+
𝑢𝐵
𝜎𝐵

 

𝑆𝑡𝑜𝑡 =
𝑆𝑊𝑢𝑊+𝑆𝐵𝑢𝐵

𝑢𝐵+𝑢𝐵
                                         (1.1) 

where the volume of each zone fills in as the weighting factor vi. For the SL obstruction 

material or nanograins to essentially influence the Seebeck coefficient, they should possess a 

sizable piece of the material, which brings about a more prominent decrease in electrical 

conductivity. A generally speaking PF more prominent than the best of the neighborhood PFs 

of the different districts isn't effectively imaginable when a possible boundary with low 

conductivity and high Seebeck coefficient is joined with a likely well with high conductivity 

and low Seebeck coefficient.  

4.2. Semi-relaxation of the current energy  

Materials with a sizable volume of non-harmony transport can have further developed power 

factor (PF). Close to likely impediments, electrons ingest optical phonons to acquire energy 

and go past boundaries; they then discharge phonons to unwind and get back to balance. 

Inside a couple of energy unwinding without mean ways, λE, this interaction happens around 

the boundary. Higher energy electron transport is conceivable around here, which can extend 

up to 20-30 nm. The more prominent the PF enhancements, the more extended these zones 

are. Albeit a high thickness of hindrances brings about a high series obstruction, materials 

with feeble inelastic cycles are leaned toward. Non-harmony districts can yield eminent 

additions in PF; vigorously doped Si nanocrystalline materials have been found to have the 

absolute most prominent power factor values. 
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4.3.  Filtering at degenerate conditions  

A significant boundary in the improvement of the PF of nanostructures is the place of the 

Fermi level regarding the (not entirely settled by the doping level). On account of expanding 

the PF of a perfect material, ideal circumstances are accomplished when the place of the 

Fermi level (EF) is around the band edge. Embedding obstructions in an ideally doped lattice 

material in any case (for example with the Fermi level at the band edge), definitely lessens 

the power factor because of decreases in the electronic conductivity. 

 
Figure 3:The current in both materials is determined by the quantum mechanical 

transmission function of the electrons in both scenarios, which is weighted by the derivative 

of the Fermi distribution and appears in linearized transport.  

The Fermi level in nanocrystalline materials (SL) should be raised relying upon the boundary 

level to reestablish conductivity and accomplish energy sifting. The right situating of EF 

considers effective energy separating and PF upgrades because of quicker directing 

transporters in wells at degenerate circumstances. The transmission likelihood versus energy 

of electrons in the SL case is higher than in the immaculate material case, bringing about a PF 

improvement of roughly 25%. The ideal doping conditions for SL materials are not improved 

for immaculate materials, as the Fermi level is raised and higher doping thickness is required.  

4.4.  Filtering from ‘clean’ low-resistance barriers  

For likely hindrances to boost power factor (PF) and limit the electrical conductivity 

misfortune brought about by boundaries, their plan is fundamental. It is critical to bring down 

connection point and obstruction electrical opposition to accomplish high power factors. This 

can be achieved in various ways, some of which might be profitable to the PF however 

testing to tentatively control. The principal stage is to forestall ionized contamination 

dissipating (IIS), which decreases transporter versatility by no less than 5×, by keeping the 

obstruction area undoped, or "clean," of dopants and pollutions. Higher portability 

transporters are subsequently conceivable at obstruction zones.  

 
Figure 4:Electrical Conductivity 

The paper gives a clear circuit model that computes PF, Seebeck coefficient, and electrical 

conductivity in a nanocomposite material. The principal development is a SL with hindrances 

estimating 2 nm long, boundary level VB = 0.15 eV, and wells of 30 nm. The discoveries 

exhibit the doping of the boundary and all things considered, which brings about an 

enormous lessening in the power factor, a little ascent in S, and a diminishing in σ. Assuming 
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that the boundary area is undoped in light of the fact that to diminished conductivity, the PF 

recuperates and even marginally moves along. In the event that the ongoing's energy doesn't 

unwind in the likely well, the PF in the undoped obstruction structure is fundamentally 

upgraded. In this occurrence, the Seebeck coefficient is fundamentally improved while 

keeping up with fantastic conductivity since just transporters with energies over the 

obstruction level spread. 

4.5.  Oblique sidewalls reduce interface resistance  

By diminishing the hindrance's sharpness, the well/obstruction contact can support relieving 

conductivity decline. Due to expanded quantum reflections, sharp boundaries increment 

interface obstruction and lower the probability of transmission. Sharp sidewalls are more 

challenging to accomplish than angled sidewalls, which offer smoother potential profiles. The 

consequences of the NEGF reproduction demonstrate that the intermixing between the 

nuclear types of the nanocomposite stages makes it more straightforward to make sideways 

sidewalls. At the point when the conductance of these obstruction channels is plotted against 

the sidewall distance, the sidewalls previously become more sideways, which brings down 

the point of interaction opposition and expands the conductance by generally 20%. The 

Seebeck coefficient to some degree increments for huge d, while the conductance remains 

practically steady. 

4.6.  The validity of thermionic emission  

The conceivable decrease of hindrance opposition is the primary accentuation of the review, 

which researches the utilization of thermionic discharge in boundary plan. To isolate out the 

effect of transporter unwinding on the boundary from inelastic unwinding processes into the 

wells, the review utilized electron-acoustic phonon dispersing. In the review, a channel with a 

solitary possible obstruction and different boundary lengths (LB) is mimicked. Plotting the 

energy settled transmission capability uncovers a straight energy reliance at first request. 

Energy shifts after VB towards the Tr of the unblemished direct are apparent in the flawless 

channel and long boundary channel. Transporters see the hindrance, as demonstrated by the 

'hop' in the Tr following VB in the more limited LB = 5 nm obstruction channel; yet, at 

energies over the boundary, their Tr is more similar to the well's. This shows that transporters 

over the obstruction have a transmission likelihood that is more like 1, while transporters 

underneath the hindrance are halted completely. The PF benefits from energy separating 

when the boundaries are liberated from pollutants, adequately slim to support thermionic 

emanation, and without sharp edges. 

5. Conclusion  
Researching hierarchically nanostructured thermoelectric materials is an effective method for 

making the most of opportunities to further develop power factors and tackle momentum 

issues. Analysts can upgrade electron and phonon transport for better thermoelectric 

execution by controlling material properties at a few length scales by using progressive 

systems. This system sets out open doors for the production of cutting-edge thermoelectric 

gadgets and may prompt enhancements in energy transformation efficiency. In any case, 

further examination is expected to overcome exceptional deterrents and totally understand the 

thermoelectric materials' hierarchically nanostructured potential. The advancement of 

superior execution thermoelectric materials for different applications is turning out to be 

increasingly more attainable with proceeded with development and interdisciplinary 

collaboration, making the way for reasonable energy arrangements. 

References  
1. Cha, J., Zhou, C., Lee, Y. K., Cho, S.-P., & Chung, I. (2019). ACS Appl. Mater. 

Interfaces, 11(22), 21645. 

2. Chakraborty, D., de Sousa Oliveira, L., Neophytou, N. (2019). Elec. Mater., 48(3), 

1909. 

3. Fujita, K., Mochida, T., & Nakamura, K. (2001). Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., 40(8), 4644. 

4. He, T., Chen, J., Rosenfeld, H. D., & Subramanian, M. A. (2006). Chem. Mater., 

18(3), 759. 

mailto:iajesm2014@gmail.com


International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM) 
ISSN -2393-8048, July-December 2022, Submitted in December 2022, iajesm2014@gmail.com 

 Volume-18, Issue-II  288 

5. Jaworski, C.M., Kulbachinskii, V., Heremans, J.P. (2009). Title of the article. Physical 

Review B, 80, 125208. 

6. Kumarasinghe, C., Neophytou, N. (2019). Title of the article. Physical Review B, 99, 

195202. 

7. Makongo, J.P.A., et al. (2011). Title of the article. Journal of the American Chemical 

Society, 133, 18843. 

8. Murmu, P. P., Kennedy, J., Suman, S., Chong, S. V., Leveneur, J., Storey, J., Rubanov, 

S., &Ramanath, G. (2019). Mater. Des., 163, 107549. 

9. Nedunchezhian, A.S.A., Sidharth, D., Rajkumar, R., Yalini Devi, N., Maeda, K., 

Arivanandhan, M., Fujiwara, K., Anbalagan, G., Jayavel, R. (2020). Title of the 

article. RSC Advances, 10, 18769. 

10. Norouzzadeh, P., Vashaee, D. (2016). Title of the article. Scientific Reports, 6, 22724. 

11. Pei, Y., Shi, X., LaLonde, A., Wang, H., Chen, L., Snyder, G.J. (2011). Title of the 

article. Nature, 473, 66. 

12. Sidharth, D., Alagar Nedunchezhian, A. S., Rajkumar, R., Yalini Devi, N., 

Rajasekaran, P., Arivanandhan, M., Fujiwara, K., Anbalagan, G., & Jayavel, R. 

(2019). Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys., 21(28), 15725. 

13. Tang, Y., Gibbs, Z.M., Agapito, L.A., Li, G., Kim, H.-S., Nardelli, M.B., Curtarolo, S., 

Snyder, G.J. (2015). Title of the article. Nature Materials, 14, 1223. 

14. Wang, Z., Alaniz, J. E., Jang, W., Garay, J. E., & Dames, C. (2011). Nano Lett., 11(5), 

2206. 

15. Zevalkink, A., Smiadak, D.M., Blackburn, J.L., Ferguson, A.J., Chabinyc, M.L., 

Delaire, O., Wang, J., Kovnir, K., Martin, J., Schelhas, L.T., Sparks, T.D., Kang, S.D., 

Dylla, M.T., Snyder, G.J., Ortiz, B.R., Toberer, E.S. (2018). Title of the article. Applied 

Physics Reviews, 5, 021303. 

 

 

mailto:iajesm2014@gmail.com

